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France is a major maritime nation which has abundant coastal areas and a diversity of overseas territories.

According to the provisions of UNCLOS, France has decided to not submit its maritime limits disputes to

international jurisdiction. France also reserves sovereign rights over the areas under its jurisdiction, unless

there has been a definitive settlement of a dispute, therefore, no decision by any third-party State may be

binding upon the country. Whether as part of the EU’s naval operation in the Gulf of Aden or by the use of

its pre-positioned resources such as the permanent deployment in the Gulf of Guinea, France takes an

active part in the fight for safety and peacekeeping at sea through the combination of methods of deterrence

and intervention.1

In the conflict in the South China Sea, France shares concern over the Chinese military operations aimed at

securing the area under Chinese rule. France supports coastal states in securing their own maritime areas

and opposes any attempts by states to limit the right of innocent passage in territorial waters or freedom of

navigation in the EEZ. In defence of the principles outlined in UNCLOS, France monitors these initiatives

which tend to ignore the provisions of the Convention. France will continue to express its support for the

principles outlined in the Convention and manifest its opposition to these initiatives when necessary by

diplomatic, air or naval means, while continuing dialogue with the parties concerned.2

France has ratified major treaties relevant to maritime conflicts such as UNCLOS and the United Nations

Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocols.3 France has also been actively

involved in the actions of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), by actions such as ratifying the

Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Maritime Navigation and its 2005

Protocol.4 There are also dedicated permanent representatives of France to the IMO who actively

participate in the actions of the international organisation and promote France’s interests there.5

The French delegation encourages the parties to a territorial dispute to seek to resolve it peacefully in

accordance with international law. France promotes freedom of navigation in international waters, the right

of innocent passage and the right to transit and passage through archipelagic waters, and therefore opposes

any attempt to use force or coercive action to settle a territorial dispute. To achieve those objectives, France

proposes movement towards the strengthening of UN naval peacekeeping capacities and promoting

international cooperation in the field of maritime disputes. Moreover, France suggests an operation for

Chinese demilitarisation in the South China Sea in order to encourage peace in the area.

5France and the International Maritime Organization (No 9).
4Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs, France and the International Maritime Organization [2023].
3National strategy for the security of maritime area (No 1).
2National strategy for the security of maritime area (No 1).

1Inter-ministerial sea committee, National strategy for the security of maritime areas [2015] (Republique Française, Premier
Ministre).


