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Promoting the inclusion and
protection of individuals with
diverse gender identities in

international discussions and
legal frameworks.

TLDR:
Growing global acceptance of transgender and non-binary identities has increased calls 
for legal frameworks that protect these individuals’ rights, including the ability to change 
official gender markers and introduce non-binary options. Such measures—adopted in 
countries like Australia, Argentina, and India—are shown to improve mental health, safety, 
and social inclusion by reducing discrimination and aligning legal systems with 
international human rights standards. Empowering individuals to update or choose 
appropriate documentation upholds dignity, freedom of expression, and the prevention 
of degrading treatment. Key stakeholders include the transgender/non-binary 
communities, national governments, and international advocacy organizations.

1) Background Information
International recognition of transgender and non-binary individuals is growing, 
emphasizing the urgent need for legal frameworks that uphold their rights. A key aspect 
is allowing transgender people to change their legal documentation to align with their 
gender identity, which enhances personal safety, dignity, and mental health. This change 
reduces the likelihood of discrimination and hate crimes, especially where identification 
checks occur. Non-binary individuals, likewise, benefit from legal systems that include 
gender markers beyond the male-female binary. Countries like Australia, Argentina, and 
India have already introduced third-gender options on official documents. Such policies 
protect the freedom of expression and privacy of non-binary persons, as well as shield 
them from degrading treatment. Advocates argue that these measures are essential for 
securing equal rights, fostering social acceptance, and ensuring that all individuals, 
regardless of gender identity, can safely participate in society with dignity. Expanding 
such frameworks aligns with international human rights commitments.

2) Major Stakeholders
2.1) Transgender and Non-Binary Communities



They are the primary beneficiaries of legal frameworks that allow them to change official 
gender markers and obtain non-binary recognition. Their advocacy and lived experiences 
drive the call for reform, highlighting the mental health benefits and safety 
considerations of updated documentation.

2.2) National Governments and Policymakers 

These entities draft, enact, and enforce legislation that governs identity documentation 
and legal recognition. Their decisions directly impact the lives of gender-diverse 
individuals, influencing whether they can access critical services, avoid discrimination, 
and enjoy full civil participation.

2.3) International Human Rights Organisations and Advocacy Groups

Organisations like the United Nations and non-governmental bodies (e.g., Amnesty 
International) play a crucial role in shaping global norms and standards. By issuing 
guidelines, monitoring state compliance, and supporting policy reform, they help ensure 
that protections for transgender and non-binary individuals are recognized and upheld 
worldwide.

3) Key Issues 
3.1) Allowing for the change of gender and sex on legal documentation

For transgender individuals, the ability to change one’s legal documentation to reflect 
their chosen gender is vital to their safety and dignity. Legal frameworks which allow for a 
qualified change in the sex and gender markings of official certificates are therefore 
needed to protect the human rights of transgender individuals. The ability to change 
official documentation has been associated with an improved mental health state in 
transgender individuals, and may protect them from discrimination and hate crimes. The 
rise in transgender hate crimes worldwide shows the danger transgender people face 
when their identity is revealed, and a mismatch on their ID or birth certificate can 
contribute to this ease of identification, and subject them to workplace and other forms 
of discrimination. Furthermore, trans people who have undergone hormone therapy and 
do not resemble their birth gender are often subject to additional scrutiny at routine 
checks, which may be dehumanising and humiliating. On the grounds of freedom of 
expression and the prevention of inhuman and degrading treatment, the need for 
transgender individuals to change their legal documentation is in line with the protection 
of their human rights. 

3.2) The Adoption of legal Frameworks to protect non-binary individuals

With the growing prominence of individuals with non-binary gender expression, the need 
to adopt international legal frameworks and language to account for this development 
has grown. These needs include the previously established capacity to change one’s 
gender in legal documentation, and the inclusion of additional gender options in legal 
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documentation. Australia, Argentina, and India are the only nations to federally 
acknowledge non-binary as a third gender option in legal documentation, and there is a 
growing push amongst human rights organisations and bodies for more nations to 
accommodate for these people. Arguments for non-binary inclusion in legal 
documentation centre the rights of freedom of expression and the prevention of 
inhuman or degrading treatment. 
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